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YOU KNOW YOU’RE AN EARLY YEARS EDUCATOR WHEN…

1. You sing the “clean-up song” when cleaning at home.
 
2. You chant "Ten Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed" to yourself while walking down the street.
 
3. You hand the person in front of you at the shops a tissue when she sneezes. 
 
4. You use the term "phonemic awareness" in your day-to-day conversations.
 
5. You explain to parents in the park how much their kids are learning when they dig in the dirt.
 
[image: http://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/Higher-Horizons-164-copy.jpg]6. You tell a dad in the grocery store, who waits patiently as his son counts all the apples, how he's supporting his son's learning.
 
7. You are used to the fact that the children think the classroom is where you live.
 
8. You can find 20 ways to use empty yoghurt containers as learning materials. 

9. You can count a group of toddlers in 5 seconds.
 
10. You wash your hands at least 30 times a day
 
 
11. You know that a child who drew two random lines has a whole story to tell when you ask, "Tell me about your drawing." And you write it down.
 
 
12. You print more pictures of the young children in your class than your own family.
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13. You’ve actually eaten what you’ve baked as a class, no matter the preparation, ingredients, or outcome.
 
14.  You know that when children draw, paint, make art - it's about the process and not the product.
 
15 You deserve a Nobel Peace Prize for the arguments you’ve mediated and tantrums you’ve redirected.
 
16.. You can turn a simple nature walk or trip to the grocery store into an action-packed learning adventure…..and connect it to EYLF outcomes.


My own... ____________________________________________________



Someone I’ve met…_____________________________________________



Someone else I’ve met…__________________________________________



Someone else I’ve met…__________________________________________
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LEARNING OUTCOMES FOR CATHOLIC EARLY YEARS STUDENTS
	EARLY YEARS LEARNING OUTCOMES
	RE LEARNING OUTCOMES
	HOW IS THE OUTCOME EXPRESSED IN THE EARLY YEARS?

	CHILDREN HAVE A STRONG SENSE OF IDENTITY
· feel safe, secure and supported
· develop their emerging autonomy, interdependence, resilience and sense of agency
· develop knowledgeable and confident self-identities

CHILDREN ARE CONNECTED WITH AND CONTRIBUTE TO THEIR WORLD
· develop a sense of belonging to groups and communities and an understanding of the reciprocal rights and responsibilities for active community participation
· respond to diversity with respect
· become aware of fairness
· become socially responsible and show respect for the environment

CHILDREN HAVE A STRONG SENSE OF WELLBEING
· become strong in their social and emotional wellbeing
· take increasing responsibility for their own health and physical wellbeing

CHILDREN ARE CONFIDENT AND INVOLVED LEARNERS
· develop dispositions for learning such as curiosity, cooperation, confidence, creativity, commitment, enthusiasm, persistence, imagination and reflexivity
· develop a range of skills and processes such as problem solving, enquiry, experimentation, hypothesising, researching and investigating
· transfer and adapt what they have learned from one context to another
· resource their own learning through connecting with people, place, technologies and natural and processed materials

CHILDREN ARE EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATORS
· interact verbally and nonverbally with others for a range of purposes
· engage with a range of texts and gain meaning from these texts
· express ideas and make meaning using a range of media
· begin to understand how symbols and pattern systems work
· use information and communication technologies to access information, investigate ideas and represent their thinking
	DISCOVERING GOD
Students understand that people come to discover God through experiences in creation. 
	Discovery
Investigation
Opportunities to;
· Wonder
· Explore
New knowledge and building on existing knowledge

	
	DRAWING ON HUMAN EXPERIENCE
Students understand the content of the Christian message and its significance by relating it to examples drawn from human experience.

	Exploring to expression of human experience
Personal experiences
Family experiences
Church experiences

	
	KNOWING JESUS
Students know the person of Jesus, the model for living out the Christian mission in the world.
	Engage with stories of Jesus.
Play
Oral language
Godly play

	
	LIVING LIKE JESUS	
Students understand that Catholics are empowered to live like Jesus the Saviour as they draw on the power of God’s Spirit.
	Action
Modelling
Dramatic Play
How we relate in the Early Learning community.
Attributes of the Kingdom.
Discipleship


	
	CATHOLIC PRACTICES
Students demonstrate the skills necessary in order to read and apply Scripture to life and to participate in Catholic ritual and prayer
	Scripture
Prayer
Liturgy
The Two Great Commandments



LET THE LITTLE CHILDREN COME TO ME 
AND 
THE EARLY YEARS LEARNING FRAMEWORK

This resource complements the vision for learning as outlined in The Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) for Australia.  The Framework is implemented in Catholic schools within the context of a distinctive Catholic curriculum which aims to develop children as followers of Jesus in today’s world. The fundamental experiences of belonging, being and becoming are integrated throughout the Let the Little Children Come to Me document.  

“Experiencing belonging – knowing where and with whom you belong – is integral to human existence…Belonging acknowledges children’s interdependence with others and the basis of relationships in defining identities.” (The Early Years Learning Framework for Australia, p.7)  When raising religious awareness in the early years, children learn that they belong to God’s family; they develop their understanding of how Jesus teaches people to live and they learn how to relate to others in God’s family. 

“Being recognises the significance of the here and now in children’s lives. It is about the present and knowing themselves, building and maintaining relationships with others, engaging with life’s joys and complexities, and meeting challenges in everyday life.”  (The Early Years Learning Framework for Australia, p.7)  When raising religious awareness in the early years, children learn of God’s great love for them and how they are created for a special relationship with God. They are wonder-filled at God’s creation and explore with awe and curiosity the world and their place in it.  

“Becoming reflects the process of rapid and significant change that occurs in the early years as young children learn and grow. It emphasises learning to participate fully and actively in society.”  (The Early Years Learning Framework for Australia, p.7)  This Resource guides educators to provide experiences of sacred stories, liturgical rituals, prayer and silence so that young children increasingly participate in the life of the Church.  Through their learning they will also come to know Jesus and the ways he has called us to live our lives, while being given opportunities to demonstrate this Christian living in their daily lives.  
The principles of the EYLF underpin everything done in a good early years classroom and so should be evident as student’s religious awareness is developed.  Below is a table highlighting just some of the ways that the EYLF principles could be demonstrated within an early years program in a Catholic school.

	EYLF Principles
	Examples from the Catholic Kindergarten classroom

	Secure, respectful and reciprocal relationships
	· Modelling Jesus’ love for everyone.
· Making the connections between how students relate to one another and Jesus and his teachings.
· Featuring individual intentions in class prayer time.
· Learning about how God gave people feelings.

	Partnerships with families
	· Discussing how the religious awareness of students is raised in the classroom at orientation meetings, in class newsletters and at parent meetings.
· Including religious awareness learning in Learning Journeys or Open Nights.
· Being aware of different faiths in the classroom and referring to them occasionally.
· Involving parents in liturgical events - class Liturgy of the Word, school celebrations, Mother’s day liturgy.

	High expectations and equity
	· Considering the planning for raising religious awareness when writing IEPs and CAPS.
· Including scope for differentiation of learning in planning for raising religious awareness.


	Respect for diversity
	· Discussing gifts and differences in the light of God’s creation.
· Acknowledging students of different faiths and their celebrations. 
· Celebrating liturgies or using special prayers on special days such as Harmony Day/NAIDOC week.
· Discuss different cultural traditions for special religious celebrations (eg. Christmas/Easter).

	Ongoing learning and reflective practice
	· Attendance at relevant Religious Education workshops and PDs.
· Participation in networking opportunities around the raising of religious awareness in Kindergarten (eg. RE in the Early Years Ning)
· Including Religious Education in ongoing cycle of review.



The practices identified in the EYLF are best educational practice in an early years classroom and should be considered in the planning of any RE program.  Teachers in Catholic Kindergartens are mandated to draw on a rich repertoire of pedagogical practices to promote children’s religious learning by:
· adopting holistic approaches 
· being responsive to children 
· planning and implementing learning through play 
· intentional teaching 
· creating physical and social learning environments that have a positive impact on children’s learning 
· valuing the cultural and social contexts of children and their families 
· providing for continuity in experiences and enabling children to have successful transition 
· assessing and monitoring children’s learning to inform provision and to support children in achieving learning outcomes.

The EYLF and CEOWA Religious Education outcomes can be simultaneously accommodated through the program to raise religious awareness and these links are made throughout this resource, in addition to being outlined in the diagram above.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OUTCOMES
 – WHAT AND HOW TO TEACH IN KINDY
THE WHAT – 
Religious Education in the early years aims to provide students with the opportunity to discover God in people and creation by:
· experiencing the created environment, using all of their senses
· expressing basic ideas about the created environment in which they live
· sorting and classifying living and non-living things
· identifying signs of God’s creation
· wondering at what God who created their world is like
· developing an awareness that by caring for living and non-living things they are living as God wants
· discovering things about themselves
· identifying significant others
· recognising people and places of importance
· wondering at all the ways God loves them
· developing an awareness that by caring for people they are living as God wants.

Religious Education in the early years aims to provide students with the opportunity to draw on human experiences of God by: 
· identifying the many gifts that God has given them
· reflecting on experiences of family, love, care, forgiveness and community 
· exploring a range of human interactions 
· demonstrating socialisation into the early years community
· reflecting on experiences of play and work, likes and dislikes, belonging and celebrations
· wondering at God in the midst of human experiences.

Religious Education in the early years aims to provide students with the opportunity to know Jesus by:
· wondering at the person of Jesus in the Gospels
· wondering at Jesus’ love for them
· hearing and being immersed in stories about the life of Jesus
· identifying significant people in the life of Jesus
· identifying the way that Jesus loved and cared for people
· engaging in play experiences based on the stories of Jesus
· responding to stories about Jesus
· exploring and making meaning of Scripture.

Religious Education in the early years aims to provide students with the opportunity to live like Jesus by: 
· naming ways that people can show love and be considerate like Jesus 
· identifying ways of including people based on how Jesus included them
· exploring ways of forgiving like Jesus forgave
· identifying ways of choosing to do good following the example of Jesus 
· wondering at the love that Jesus had for all people
· using their special gifts to help others
· wondering at the ways they can use their gifts to help people
· knowing special people who like Jesus used their gifts to help others in particular ways
· Mary, the mother of Jesus
· Joseph
· Some saints (patron saint of the school or founding order)

Religious Education in the early years aims to provide students with the opportunity to develop a basic understanding of Catholic life, prayer and Scripture by:	
· knowing that prayer is the way that people talk to and listen to God
· recognising religious symbols including the cross, liturgical colours and holy water.
· knowing simple ways of praying - making the Sign of the Cross, joining hands in prayer, singing.
· engaging in informal prayer experiences i.e. prayers of praise, thanks, sorrow, petition, spontaneous prayers or through song or movement
· participating in rituals (e.g. Children’s Liturgy of the Word, having a set process of coming into prayer)
· appreciating the importance of Christmas and Easter as special celebrations for the followers of Jesus
· developing an awareness that God’s family is called the Church
· coming to know of the relationship between Jesus and the Father
· developing an awareness that Jesus came to tell people about God’s love
· meeting the parish priest and knowing of his role in the Church
· visiting the parish church and learning of its role as the place that gathers God’s family 
· knowing how God’s family celebrates and experiencing liturgies and other appropriate school catechesis activities	
· recognising the Bible as the special book that tells people about God’s love
· observing, manipulating and retelling Scripture stories using pictures and other objects
· participating in ritual to listen to and respond to Scripture.



THE HOW – 
To develop religious awareness in the early years, the learning environment needs to provide opportunities for children to:
· explore God’s creation
· engage in human experiences that relate to religious concepts
· engage in role-play that helps develop their religious awareness
· recall and retell scripture stories
· see modelled how to relate with others in the way Jesus taught
· be encouraged to wonder
· be introduced to simple ritual.

Young children learn best with secure, respectful relationships in a safe and predictable environment.
· Priority is given to nurturing relationships, providing children with an environment which enables them to experience the joy and wonder of the world.
· Children are assisted to learn about their responsibilities towards others.
· The connectedness of the mind, body and spirit is recognised.
· Planned, intentional teaching in addition to spontaneous ‘teachable moments’ are used to scaffold children’s learning.
· Provision for different learning capacities and styles.

Young children have a natural capacity for curiosity, imagination and wonder and learn through symbols and rituals.
· Open-ended questions are used and all ideas and attempts are accepted.
· Symbols and rituals nurture the child’s curiosity, imagination and sense of wonder.
· The curriculum engages children with the signs, symbols and rituals of the church as a means of learning.

Young children learn through story. 
· Scripture stories and stories of the tradition are key elements of the curriculum.
· Opportunities for exploration help engage students with the stories.
· Appropriate children’s literature is included in the curriculum.

Young children learn through play and sensory experiences.
· Children are active participants in their learning.
· A balance between child led, child initiated and educator supported learning exists.
· Students are engaged in sustained shared conversations to extend thinking.
· Materials are suited to students’ needs and available for their use.
· Concrete materials, visual materials and the creative arts support the learning needs of early years students.

Adapted from Archdiocese of Sydney Religious Education Curriculum Primary Kindergarten, Catholic Education Office Sydney, p. 18.
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~p. 15/16 EYLF 

Learning environments are welcoming spaces when they reflect and enrich the lives and identities of children and families participating in the setting and
respond to their interests and needs. Environments that support learning are vibrant and flexible spaces that are responsive to the interests and abilities
of each child. They cater for different learning capacities and learning styles and invite children and families to contribute ideas, interests and questions.
Outdoor learning spaces are a feature of Australian learning environments. They offer a vast array of possibilities not available indoors. Play spaces in natural environments include plants, trees, edible gardens, sand, rocks, mud, water and other elements from nature. These spaces invite open-ended interactions, spontaneity, risk-taking, exploration, discovery and connection with nature. They foster an appreciation of the natural environment, develop environmental awareness and provide a platform for ongoing environmental education.
Indoor and outdoor environments support all aspects of children’s learning and invite conversations between children, early childhood educators, families and the broader community.  They promote opportunities for sustained shared thinking and collaborative learning.
Materials enhance learning when they reflect what is natural and familiar and also introduce novelty to provoke interest and more complex and increasingly abstract thinking. For example, digital technologies can enable children to access global connections and resources, and encourage new ways of thinking. Environments and resources can also highlight our responsibilities for a sustainable future and promote children’s understanding about their responsibility to care for the environment. They can foster hope, wonder and knowledge about the natural world.
Educators can encourage children and families to contribute ideas, interests and questions to the learning environment. They can support engagement by allowing time for meaningful interactions, by providing a range of opportunities for individual and shared experiences, and by finding opportunities for children to go into and contribute to their local community.

[image: ]From “Learning Links to Religious Education in Early Childhood” by Maurice Ryan and Jan Grajczonek.

Planning a Prayer Ritual

	WE GATHER
· Chose the objects and symbols that you will use in the sacred space.
· Gather children around the sacred space and bring them to a quietness – use reflective music, prayer bells, chimes, a rainstick etc.
· Create the sacred space with the students – discuss why you may have chosen each of the symbols/objects.  (eg.  You may say something like “I wonder why we might have the symbol of the cross in our sacred space today?)
· Light the candle and say something like “Let us watch as our class candle is lit… let’s watch the flame and see it grow and move.  There was once a man who said such amazing things and did such wonderful things that people asked him who he was and once Jesus said to them – I am the light of the world.”
· Sing a song.
· Make the Sign of the Cross.
· Say a simple opening prayer. (eg. We come today to spend some time with Jesus and hear about how He wants us to live.  We ask Jesus to help us listen with our ears and our hearts.  Amen.)


	WE LISTEN
· Listen to a story about Jesus.  Ritualise this by:
· bringing the candle close to you and the Bible , or 
· if you are telling the story, by opening the Bible and placing it in your lap as you start the story, or
· leading students in a ritual similar to the one done at Mass.  “Let us trace a cross on our forehead with our thumb.  This will remind us that this is a special story about Jesus and we will need to think about it as we listen.  Let us trace a cross on our lips with our thumb.  This will help us to remember to use good and kind words to be like Jesus.  Let us trace a cross with our thumb on our hearts.  This will help us to remember that Jesus loves us and wants us to love others.”
· Read or tell the scripture story.


	WE RESPOND
· Pass the Bible or the candle around the circle.  As the book comes to a child he/she is invited to say “Jesus loves me” or some other response to the story.


	WE GO FORTH
· Invite children to make the Sign of Peace with each other.
· Make the Sign of the Cross.
· Sing a song.




My Kindy Prayer Ritual
Using the Gather, Listen, Respond and Go Forth framework plan a prayer ritual for your class.
	WE GATHER










	WE LISTEN










	WE RESPOND










	WE GO FORTH












PRAYER AND LITURGY WITH KINDY STUDENTS


CREATING A SACRED SPACE FOR PRAYER & REFLECTION
From Let the Little Children Come to Me

A prayer focus should form a prominent part of the early years classroom.  The area should be accessible and uncluttered, added to or changed regularly to reflect what is happening in relation to the learning that is taking place in the classroom and the liturgical season.  
The children should have a sense of ownership and be encouraged to share the responsibility for creating and keeping the sacred space.  
This sacred area should be a place that gives children both a sense of community and provides opportunities for quiet reflection.
The following list contains the essential symbols for a prayer focus but there are many possibilities for what can be added depending on the experiences and activities of the class.  

Cross	At this age level it is best to talk to children about how the cross reminds us of Jesus who loves us and who will always help us to do things that are hard.  Jesus shows us how to love and care for others.
Bible 	The Bible is a special book and we treat it with reverence and respect. We can listen to God by reading the Bible.  We learn about Jesus’ life through stories in the Bible.  It is far more inviting to have the Bible open to a story you have been telling, than to have it closed on the table.  This encourages students to take the book and read it.  
Candle  	It is effective to ritualise the reading or telling of the Word of God by lighting a candle.  In this way, students are reminded that Jesus is with us as we listen to the Word of God in the Bible and it differentiates this story from all others used in the classroom.
Bowl of Water 	Have a small bowl of holy water on the prayer focus.  Demonstrate how to dip fingers in the water and make the Sign of the Cross and explain how people bless themselves with holy water and make the Sign of the Cross to show that God is with them.  
Coloured Fabrics	It is appropriate to use coloured cloths that reflect the liturgical season as part of the focus.  For example, the cloth might be purple in Advent and Lent or white when celebrating Easter or a saint’s feast day.  See appendices for information regarding the Liturgical Year and colours used.




The changing of the prayer focus is a ritual that can assist young children to develop and understanding of the Church seasons.  The following links outline these simple rituals and what you could use and say:
Introduction of prayer focus for beginning of year -http://www.ceosyd.catholic.edu.au/Parents/Religion/RE/recurr/tres-curr-K.1.doc (see p. 40/41)

Introduction of prayer around prayer focus -   
http://www.ceosyd.catholic.edu.au/Parents/Religion/RE/recurr/tres-curr-K.1.doc (see p. 42/43)

Introduction of Bible stories from the Bible on the prayer focus - 
http://www.ceosyd.catholic.edu.au/Parents/Religion/RE/recurr/tres-curr-K.1.doc (see p. 44)

Introduction to use of holy water on prayer focus - 
http://www.ceosyd.catholic.edu.au/Parents/Religion/RE/recurr/tres-curr-K.1.doc (see p. 45)

Introduction to a Lenten prayer focus - (written for older year levels, but gives you an idea of some symbols you could use)
http://www.ceosyd.catholic.edu.au/Parents/Religion/RE/recurr/tres-curr-3.2.doc (see p. 15)

Introduction to an Advent prayer focus - 
http://www.ceosyd.catholic.edu.au/Parents/Religion/RE/recurr/tres-curr-3.8.doc (see p. 139)

OUR PRAYER PLACE

PART I

YOU WILL NEED:
*  a small table ready
*  a box or basket containing a green cloth, Bible/bookstand, candle, cross and matches next to your chair


Invite children to sit reverently in a circle in the part of the classroom where you intend to set up a prayer place. Begin by saying…
In our classroom we are going to make a special prayer place to be with God.  It is a place we can be quiet with God. We can listen to God and talk to God. In this prayer place we will have some special objects to help us to be with God.  Let’s look at some of these special objects.
Place the table in the prayer place.
First we will put this table in our prayer place to keep our special things on.
Cover the table with the green cloth.
At this time of the year we put a green cloth on the table. Green is a colour that reminds us that God is with us all the time.
I wonder what else we might put in our prayer place.  Let’s see…Here we have a Bible.  
Take out and hold the Bible up for all children to see. Be conscious of handling the Bible in a reverent manner.
The Bible is a special book which has lots of stories.  We can hear some of the special stories of God from the Bible, here in our prayer place.  I wonder where else you hear special stories about God …
When we carry our Bible or when we read from our Bible we hold it carefully and gently just like this.
Demonstrate how to carry, lift and hold the Bible in a reverent manner. Invite one or two children to demonstrate how to carry, lift and hold the Bible.  Give praise.
Let’s put our class Bible in a special place in our prayer place.
Place the Bible on a stand on the table.
I wonder what else we might put in our prayer place…Let’s see.
Take out cross and show to children.
Here we have a cross.  I wonder where else you might see a cross…
This cross reminds us of our special friend Jesus.  In our prayer place we can hear some of the special stories of Jesus from the Bible and we can wonder about Jesus together.  Let’s put our cross in a special place on our prayer place.
Place the cross on the table.
I wonder what else we might put in our prayer place…Let’s see.
Take out candle and show to children.
Look, a candle.  I wonder why we have a candle for our prayer place…
In our Church we light candles to remind us that Jesus is always with us.  We can light the candle when we are talking to God or when we are listening to special stories of God from the Bible.

Let’s put our candle in a special place.
Place the candle on the table.
This is our prayer place.  
Point to all four objects as you name them again.
It has a green cloth, a Bible, a candle and a cross.  It is a very special place.
When we are in our prayer place, it is a special time in class when we can talk to God.  When we say a prayer to God we hold our hands like this, watch:
Demonstrate how to hold hands together for prayer.
Let’s see if you can do it… Give praise.
We can begin with a special prayer called The Sign of the Cross.  It goes like this, watch:
Say and make the Sign of the Cross.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
Let’s see if you can do it…
Continue to demonstrate and encourage children to copy the words and action for the Sign of the Cross. Give praise.



OUR PRAYER PLACE

PART II

YOU WILL NEED: 
· 6-8 tea light candles
· matches
Invite children to come to sit in the prayer place.
Let’s see if we remember some of the special objects in our prayer place.
Briefly point to and name the special symbols on the prayer place, green cloth, Bible, candle, cross.
When we are in our prayer place we can talk to God. Do we remember how to hold our hands together for praying… Let’s begin with our special prayer called The Sign of the Cross. Let’s see if we remember how it goes. It goes like this, watch:
Say and make the Sign of the Cross.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
Let’s see if you can do it…
Say and make the Sign of the Cross together.
When we are in this prayer place we try to walk more gently and talk more quietly so we do not disturb others. We try to listen carefully to others. In this special prayer place we can be with God, we can talk to God and listen to God. We can hear some of the special stories of God from the Bible and we can wonder about God together. When we come to our special prayer place we need to get ourselves ready to be with God. Let’s see how we will get ourselves ready to be with God.
When we come to the floor or the circle we need to walk gently and slowly and find a space to sit.
Invite a child to walk to their table/desk and back again.  Give a few children a turn.  Practice with whole class walking to their seats and back again.
Another thing to remember when we are in our special prayer place is to speak in a quiet voice and to listen to others when they are speaking. We need to give everyone a chance to speak and wonder about God. If we are too noisy we might disturb someone who is speaking to God or listening to God.  Let’s see if we can speak clearly and listen quietly. Ready? Listen:  My name is….
Give all children an opportunity to say their names in a clear voice. My name is…
When we are getting ready to listen to one of the special stories of God from the Bible we need to sit in a special way. We sometimes sit by crossing our legs and putting our hands in our laps. Sometimes, when it is a special story from the Gospel our Church always stands, so we do this too.  I wonder if you can do that.
Invite a child to demonstrate how we need to sit and how to stand.  Encourage all children to have a go.  Give praise.
When we are listening to one of the special stories of God from the Bible we need to become very quiet. We can get quiet by making ourselves very still. Let’s try to make our bodies very quiet and still. This is how. Close your eyes and listen to the quietness…Make your whole body still…See if you can make your legs and feet very still…See if you can make your arms and hands very still…See if you can make your head and shoulders very still…Feel all of your body getting very still.   Now feel your own breathing…  Feel yourself breathing in and breathing out…breathing in and breathing out… in…and out…  Feel your breathing become slower and quiet… Now we are ready to listen to one of God’s special stories.  Open your eyes and be ready.  This is a story about the Light.

Place the candle from the prayer place in front of you where all children can see it.
Once there was someone who seemed so wonderful that lots of people wanted to be near him.  They followed him everywhere. They wanted to know more about him and all the magnificent things he did.  One time he said to them ‘I am the Light of the world’.
Light the candle on the word ‘Light’.
Let’s enjoy the light together.
Sit quietly enjoying the light.
Many people followed the Light and loved the Light.  People who love the Light became one with the Light.  Watch.
Hold up a tea light candle and say…
This is one person’s light.
Light the tea light candle from the class candle and place it next to the class candle.  Take up another tea light and say…
This is another person’s light.
Light the tea light candle from the class candle and place next to the first tea light. Repeat action and words for a further four candles, then say…
Look at the light. It is growing and getting bigger.  All the light came from the Light here.
Point to the class candle.
The Light is in many places at the same time.   
Point to the small candles and light one or two more.
The Light is not smaller.  It is still the same…I wonder how the Light can stay the same even though so much light is given away. 
Point to the class candle.
Many people come to the Light and receive their light.  They become one with the Light because they love the Light.  Your light and my light can become one with the Light too.  Watch.  This is my light.  
Light another tea light and place with the others.
Let’s enjoy the Light.
Sit quietly enjoying the light.
Let’s make something that shows how this story about the Light feels to you.  I will give you some crayons and some paper and you can make a picture about the Light.  You can work on your table or on the floor here.  



OUR PRAYER PLACE

PART III

YOU WILL NEED: 
· Bible 
· class candle 
· matches 
· bookmark 


Invite children to come to sit in the prayer place.
When we are in our prayer place we can talk to God and we can listen to God too. We begin with a special prayer called The Sign of the Cross. Let’s join our hands together and see if we remember how it goes. It goes like this, watch:
Say and make the Sign of the Cross.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
Let’s see if you can do it… Give praise
Take the Bible and hold it up for all children to see.
The Bible is a special book. We can listen to God by reading the Bible.  
And we light our class candle to remind us that Jesus is still with us as we listen to the Word of God in the Bible.
Light the class candle.
The story we heard before about the Light is in the Bible.  Let’s look.
Open the Bible to John 8:12 and turn it so the children can see the words.  Then read the words slowly and reverently. Pause for a moment and then lead children through ‘I Wonder’ questions…
I wonder who is like the Light.
I wonder how it feels to be one with the Light.
I am going to put a bookmark in the Bible to mark the place where the story about the Light is found. You might look at these words yourself later, or someone might read them to you.
Put the bookmark in the Bible and place the Bible reverently back on its stand in the prayer place.
Now let us talk to God and say thank you to God. You can say one thing you are thankful for or you might say something about the story of the Light. You can say your prayer out aloud or you can say it quietly. God can hear us even if we don’t speak out aloud. God listens to us all the time.  If we want to pray aloud we need to remember to wait for our turn. If one person is speaking we have to listen and wait for our turn. Let’s join our hands together ready to pray…
Give enough time for prayer.  Encourage silent spaces.  When the praying is over, say…
Let’s finish by making the Sign of the Cross together.
Say and make the Sign of the Cross.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
Invite children to walk quietly back to tables/desks.



OUR PRAYER PLACE

PART IV

YOU WILL NEED:
· small bowl of water


Invite children to come to sit in the prayer place.
When we are in our prayer place we can talk to God and we can listen to God too. Our prayer place is a special space we can be with God. I wonder if you know other special places to be with God…
Encourage a variety of responses.
The Church building is a special place where lots of people gather to be with God, to talk to God and listen to God. It is a big space so there is room for everyone. When people enter the Church they move slowly and quietly and talk gently as a sign of reverence. I wonder what it means to be reverent…
Invite a child to walk to the door and back again in a slow, gentle manner.  Give a few children a turn.  Practise with whole class walking around the room and back to the prayer place again.
When people enter the Church they dip their fingers in holy water and make the Sign of the Cross just like this…
Demonstrate how to dip fingers in the water and make the Sign of the Cross.  
People bless themselves with holy water and make the Sign of the Cross to show that God is with them.
Invite one or two students to have a go at blessing themselves.  Practise with everyone.
Let’s put the bowl of water on our prayer place to remind us about blessing ourselves with the Sign of the Cross to show that God is with us.
Place bowl of water on prayer place.
Another thing people do to get ready to be with God in the Church is to genuflect just like this…
Demonstrate how to genuflect.  Repeat a few times as you say…
People genuflect when they come into the Church to show they know Jesus is with them in a special way in the Church.
Practise genuflecting with students.  Give praise.
Visit the Church building and identify some key objects there – altar, statues, font, lectern, tabernacle, cross.  Practise blessing with holy water and genuflecting. Allow a short time for students to sit in silence and enjoy the quiet and stillness.

The script for Our Prayer Place is based on ideas from:
To Know Worship and Love – Kindergarten, Chapter 1, (2005), James Goold House Publications, Melbourne, Victoria
Stewart Sonja M and Berryman Jerome W (1989), Young Children and Worship, Westminster John Knox Press, Louisville
From CEO Melbourne
DEVELOPING SIMPLE PRAYER RITUALS 
From Let the Little Children Come to Me

Simple prayer rituals invite children to communicate with, and develop a relationship with God.  In the early years, educators encourage children’s awareness of God through modelling talking to God, and talking about God, in a way that gives witness to God’s love and mystery and God’s presence in the midst of everyday life.
For example, during greeting time, the teacher might say;
 “Now that we have said good morning to each other and to the other people in our centre, I would like to say good morning to someone who is always with us and who loves us very much - God.” 
At the beginning of the year, prayers should be kept as simple as possible such as ‘Good morning God, it’s me. Thank you for today.’ As the year progresses these can then be developed into spontaneous prayers of praise, thanks and petition e.g. “Hello God, thankyou you for my family.” 
The church has a rich tradition and variety of prayers which can be offered to children of this age including verbal prayers, simple meditation based on wonder and simple prayers offered through song and dance.
LEADING YOUNG CHILDREN TO MAKE THE SIGN OF THE CROSS AND TO JOIN THEIR HANDS IN PRAYER
The teacher models making the Sign of the Cross, using the left hand, facing the class to allow children to mirror the actions, whilst using the formal language of the Sign of the Cross. 
One example for leading children to the formal language of the Sign of the Cross could be by saying;
 “God is in my head, in my heart and looking over my shoulder,” whilst making the Sign of the Cross.
  When students have mastered the actions for making the Sign of the Cross, they can be lead to formalise the ritual with the words “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen”
Another example for encouraging children to join their hands reverently is by saying;
 “We hold God carefully in the palm of our hands”, while modelling the action with reverence.

My Finger Prayer

Here is a prayer that uses the child’s hand as a reminder of what to pray for.
My thumb is closest to my heart – pray for my family.
My index finger points out things we don’t always see; it instructs me – pray for teachers.
My middle finger stands taller than the rest – remember to pray for the president and leaders around the world.
My ring finger is weak and cannot stand alone well – pray for the weak and the sick.
My pinkie finger is the smallest – remember to pray for myself.


From http://suite101.com/article/prayers-for-young-children-a19131#ixzz2JXEkoyG4.


Pray at Home Bag for under 5s
[image: ]

Into a large gold gift bag we have put:
Smiley and sad faces on paper plates, duplo bricks, playdough pots, bubbles, balloons, prayer grab bag, birthday cake candles, and a children’s Bible.  Most of these things were found at the Red Dot shop, so putting it together was not expensive! 

Inside the bag will also be instructions on how to use each item to pray with children.

Prayer Grab Bag
Shake the tin, close your eyes and pull a card out.
Homes- say thank you for your house 
School- ask God to bless a teacher or thank Him for your favourite thing at school
Friends- thank God for a friend
Thank You- Say thank you for something of your choice!
Family- ask God to bless someone in your family
Food- thank God for your Favourite food
Healing- ask God to make someone better
I’m sorry- say sorry to God for something you wish you hadn’t done

Lego Thank You Tower
Build a lego tower.  Each person who adds a block has to say thank you for something God has given them.

Bubble prayers
Blow some bubbles.  Say thank you to God for something or ask him to help someone.  Pop a bubble for each thing you pray.     Or
If you feel worried about something, tell God about it and watch the bubbles float away or pop them to show that you have given that worry to God.

Playdough prayers
Shape the playdough into something you’d like to thank God for- especially something in creation.

Happy and sad faces.
Use the sad face to tell God about the things that make you sad.  Ask him to help you.
Use the happy face to tell God about the things that make you happy.  Say Thank you to Him

Balloon prayers.  
Blow up 3 balloons and write or draw on them things you want to say Thank You to God for.  Play some music and bat the balloons around.  When the music stops say ‘thank you God!’.  Start again!

Candle Prayers.  
Stick the birthday candles into something firm such as an orange.  Light the candles.  Give a blow.  Count how many candles are still burning.  Thank God for that many things!     Or
Light a candle for each person in your family.  Say their names and ask God to bless them.  Blow out the candles!

Adapted from http://flamecreativekids.blogspot.com.au/2012/02/pray-at-home-bag-for-under-5s.html  





















[image: ]
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_QQXij2UzrgY/TKvqFeMV5iI/AAAAAAAABzk/6wZoYi5hK_s/s640/DSC_0823.JPG]Children’s Bible traveling bag
By Lisa Durant 
Catechist
St. Michael Parish
Cranford, New Jersey
I have done a traveling Bible with my many first grade classes. I found that most of the children did not have Bibles at home and knew very few stories and lessons from both the Old and New Testaments. They didn't know the stories of Jonah, Joseph, Moses, Lazarus, Zacchaeus, and even Jesus and his apostles.
I wanted the children to read scripture stories at home so their families could be involved and learn with them. I purchased a beautiful children's Bible with gold pages and very colorful illustrations. It was placed in a canvas bag with several pages of white drawing paper and an instruction sheet (addressed to parent and child).
Each week, the Bible went home for the week with a different child. The child could read as many stories as she/he wanted, from either testament. The children were encouraged to read with a parent to strengthen reading skills and have the parent involved in what they were learning in religious education. The child then had to pick his/her favorite story and draw a picture on one page. Some children picked one favorite story from the Old Testament and New Testament.
The following week after opening prayer, the child would come up to the front of class and tell us his/her favorite story, show us his/her picture and tell us what they learned from the story. I would put a sticker on the picture and hand it back to take home for display. Then the child would ceremoniously pass on the Bible to the next student to take home.
The children loved learning the favorite stories of their classmates and it prompted them to want to read stories that they were not familiar with when it was their turn. This also was a wonderful opportunity for the child and parents to read the Bible together and learn to love scripture.

[image: http://ts1.mm.bing.net/th?id=HN.607989407284332903&w=145&h=145&c=7&rs=1&url=http%3a%2f%2fpsmithjournalist.com%2f2010%2f02%2fmobile-journalism-tools-broadcast-yourself-with-audioboo%2f&pid=1.7]QR Codes: Attaching audio files
1. Using Audioboo, create your recording.  Audioboos can last up to 10 minutes.  You can use the Audioboo app to record on your iPad or smartphone, but to do the next step, you need to log into the actual webpage.

2. Log into your account and open the post you want to attach to a QR code.

3. [image: ]Scroll down to the bottom of the page and on the right hand side there is a grey tab that says QR code.  Click on this.

4. [bookmark: _GoBack]A QR code for your recording will be displayed, so simply copy it and paste it into the document you need it in.  

5. Then when your students scan the QR code, they will be taken to the Audioboo and simply have to press play to hear the recording.  

WHAT OTHER WAYS CAN YOU THINK OF USING AUDIOBOO AND QR CODES IN YOUR KINDY RE CLASSOOM?






FEEDBACK FROM RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN THE EARLY YEARS 2013 
~3 AND 4 YEAR OLD KINDYThe goals of the day were:
· to identify and discuss the links between the two key documents in Catholic early years education – the RE outcomes and the EYLF
· to look at how the environment in a Kindy classroom can assist Religious Education learning
· to examine programming and assessment in the Kindy classroom
· to discuss and share ideas on liturgy and prayer in the Kindy classroom.
· to give teachers time to network and share ideas.
· to explore the use of QR codes and audio files in the Kindy RE classroom.










Did you feel that the activities throughout the day met these outcomes?  Please explain your answer.









What did you find particularly helpful in the sessions today?








What would you like to see covered in future Kindy RE in the Early Years PDs?










Thank you for your participation and feedback  
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Making Use of the Environment

The physical environment, including the sandpit, moveable play equipment, home corner, block corner
and the like, provide creative elements which can extend the religion program and afford students’
direct physical participation.

SANDPIT A significant number of biblical stories take place in the desert and the following could be told
with students sitting around the sandpit as figures and props are moved over the sand to tell the story.

* Moses crossing and travelling beyond the Sea of Reeds: Have two rolls of blue paper which can be
rolled back as Moses and the Hebrew slaves pass through.

* The Good Samaritan: Make a high mountain area and winding road down to its bottom into the
city of Jericho. Represent this with some small branches and blue paper or dish embedded into
sand with water to be the oasis. Tell the story moving the figures down the steep narrow road of the
mountain towards the bottom into Jericho.

OUTSIDE WITH MOVEABLE PLAY EQUIPMENT Climbing equipment could be set up to represent some
journey stories found in the Bible:

* The Crossing of the Sea of Reeds: You could include a small pool of water between sections of the
equipment.

e Mary and Joseph’s journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem. Include long boards so as to provide a
place for rest and sleep that would be needed for such a long journey. Have students think about
what you would need to pack for such a long journey.

HOME CORNER The home corner can be set up to represent a number of elements. Provide props that
can be made out of readily available materials such as boxes, blocks, cardboard and so on.

e Baptism: Include baby baths, jugs, dolls, white gowns, candles. You could also include “flash cards”
to develop students’ specific language such as, oil, water, white robe, candle, as well as specific
language used in the Rite of Baptism, “I baptise you in the name of the Father, and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit” “Receive the light of Christ”

* House in biblical times: Include a table, a box that could be cut out to resemble simple oven of those
times, simple oil lamp.

BLOCK CORNER The block corner is open to many constructions either for entire stories or for physical
elements in stories, such as the Temple, small biblical village, fishing boats and so on.

e The Temple: Have images of the Jerusalem Temple during Jesus’ time. Discuss with students the
two main parts of the main building, the many rooms which formed part of the walls, the porticos.

* Villages and cities such as Capernaum, Bethlehem, and Nazareth: Ensure students understand the
physical set up houses during these times and the importance of flat roofs. For bigger cities show
them images of the city gates and what their use was in the daily comings and goings of the people
visiting markets, synagogue, blacksmith and the like.
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