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YOU KNOW YOU’RE AN EARLY YEARS EDUCATOR WHEN…

1. You sing the “clean-up song” when cleaning at home.
 
2. You chant "Ten Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed" to yourself while walking down the street.
 
3. You hand the person in front of you at the shops a tissue when she sneezes. 
 
4. You use the term "phonemic awareness" in your day-to-day conversations.
 
5. You explain to parents in the park how much their kids are learning when they dig in the dirt.
 
[image: http://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/Higher-Horizons-164-copy.jpg]6. You tell a dad in the grocery store, who waits patiently as his son counts all the apples, how he's supporting his son's learning.
 
7. You are used to the fact that the children think the classroom is where you live.
 
8. You can find 20 ways to use empty yoghurt containers as learning materials. 

9. You can count a group of toddlers in 5 seconds.
 
10. You wash your hands at least 30 times a day
 
 
11. You know that a child who drew two random lines has a whole story to tell when you ask, "Tell me about your drawing." And you write it down.
 
 
12. You print more pictures of the young children in your class than your own family.
 
 [image: http://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/dsc0335.jpg] 
13. You’ve actually eaten what you’ve baked as a class, no matter the preparation, ingredients, or outcome.
 
14.  You know that when children draw, paint, make art - it's about the process and not the product.
 
15 You deserve a Nobel Peace Prize for the arguments you’ve mediated and tantrums you’ve redirected.
 
16.. You can turn a simple nature walk or trip to the grocery store into an action-packed learning adventure…..and connect it to EYLF outcomes.


My own... ____________________________________________________



Someone I’ve met…_____________________________________________



Someone else I’ve met…__________________________________________



Someone else I’ve met…__________________________________________
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Learning environments are welcoming spaces when they reflect and enrich the lives and identities of children and families participating in the setting and
respond to their interests and needs. Environments that support learning are vibrant and flexible spaces that are responsive to the interests and abilities
of each child. They cater for different learning capacities and learning styles and invite children and families to contribute ideas, interests and questions.
Outdoor learning spaces are a feature of Australian learning environments. They offer a vast array of possibilities not available indoors. Play spaces in natural environments include plants, trees, edible gardens, sand, rocks, mud, water and other elements from nature. These spaces invite open-ended interactions, spontaneity, risk-taking, exploration, discovery and connection with nature. They foster an appreciation of the natural environment, develop environmental awareness and provide a platform for ongoing environmental education.
Indoor and outdoor environments support all aspects of children’s learning and invite conversations between children, early childhood educators, families and the broader community.  They promote opportunities for sustained shared thinking and collaborative learning.
Materials enhance learning when they reflect what is natural and familiar and also introduce novelty to provoke interest and more complex and increasingly abstract thinking. For example, digital technologies can enable children to access global connections and resources, and encourage new ways of thinking. Environments and resources can also highlight our responsibilities for a sustainable future and promote children’s understanding about their responsibility to care for the environment. They can foster hope, wonder and knowledge about the natural world.
Educators can encourage children and families to contribute ideas, interests and questions to the learning environment. They can support engagement by allowing time for meaningful interactions, by providing a range of opportunities for individual and shared experiences, and by finding opportunities for children to go into and contribute to their local community.
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By Lisa Durant 
Catechist
St. Michael Parish
Cranford, New Jersey
I have done a traveling Bible with my many first grade classes. I found that most of the children did not have Bibles at home and knew very few stories and lessons from both the Old and New Testaments. They didn't know the stories of Jonah, Joseph, Moses, Lazarus, Zacchaeus, and even Jesus and his apostles.
I wanted the children to read scripture stories at home so their families could be involved and learn with them. I purchased a beautiful children's Bible with gold pages and very colorful illustrations. It was placed in a canvas bag with several pages of white drawing paper and an instruction sheet (addressed to parent and child).
Each week, the Bible went home for the week with a different child. The child could read as many stories as she/he wanted, from either testament. The children were encouraged to read with a parent to strengthen reading skills and have the parent involved in what they were learning in religious education. The child then had to pick his/her favorite story and draw a picture on one page. Some children picked one favorite story from the Old Testament and New Testament.
The following week after opening prayer, the child would come up to the front of class and tell us his/her favorite story, show us his/her picture and tell us what they learned from the story. I would put a sticker on the picture and hand it back to take home for display. Then the child would ceremoniously pass on the Bible to the next student to take home.
The children loved learning the favorite stories of their classmates and it prompted them to want to read stories that they were not familiar with when it was their turn. This also was a wonderful opportunity for the child and parents to read the Bible together and learn to love scripture.

FEEDBACK FROM RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN THE EARLY YEARS 2013 
~3 AND 4 YEAR OLD KINDYThe goals of the day were:
· to look at how the environment in a Kindy classroom can assist Religious Education learning
· to examine programming and assessment in the Kindy classroom
· to look at how to adapt scripture passages for use with Kindy students
· to give teachers time to network and share ideas.
· to explore the use of ICT in the teaching of RE in the Kindy.
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Did you feel that the activities throughout the day met these outcomes?  Please explain your answer.









What did you find particularly helpful in the sessions today?








What would you like to see covered in future Kindy RE in the Early Years PDs?










Thank you for your participation and feedback  
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Making Use of the Environment

The physical environment, including the sandpit, moveable play equipment, home corner, block corner
and the like, provide creative elements which can extend the religion program and afford students’
direct physical participation.

SANDPIT A significant number of biblical stories take place in the desert and the following could be told
with students sitting around the sandpit as figures and props are moved over the sand to tell the story.

* Moses crossing and travelling beyond the Sea of Reeds: Have two rolls of blue paper which can be
rolled back as Moses and the Hebrew slaves pass through.

* The Good Samaritan: Make a high mountain area and winding road down to its bottom into the
city of Jericho. Represent this with some small branches and blue paper or dish embedded into
sand with water to be the oasis. Tell the story moving the figures down the steep narrow road of the
mountain towards the bottom into Jericho.

OUTSIDE WITH MOVEABLE PLAY EQUIPMENT Climbing equipment could be set up to represent some
journey stories found in the Bible:

* The Crossing of the Sea of Reeds: You could include a small pool of water between sections of the
equipment.

e Mary and Joseph’s journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem. Include long boards so as to provide a
place for rest and sleep that would be needed for such a long journey. Have students think about
what you would need to pack for such a long journey.

HOME CORNER The home corner can be set up to represent a number of elements. Provide props that
can be made out of readily available materials such as boxes, blocks, cardboard and so on.

e Baptism: Include baby baths, jugs, dolls, white gowns, candles. You could also include “flash cards”
to develop students’ specific language such as, oil, water, white robe, candle, as well as specific
language used in the Rite of Baptism, “I baptise you in the name of the Father, and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit” “Receive the light of Christ”

* House in biblical times: Include a table, a box that could be cut out to resemble simple oven of those
times, simple oil lamp.

BLOCK CORNER The block corner is open to many constructions either for entire stories or for physical
elements in stories, such as the Temple, small biblical village, fishing boats and so on.

e The Temple: Have images of the Jerusalem Temple during Jesus’ time. Discuss with students the
two main parts of the main building, the many rooms which formed part of the walls, the porticos.

* Villages and cities such as Capernaum, Bethlehem, and Nazareth: Ensure students understand the
physical set up houses during these times and the importance of flat roofs. For bigger cities show
them images of the city gates and what their use was in the daily comings and goings of the people
visiting markets, synagogue, blacksmith and the like.
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ldeas for Adapting Scripture Passages

When sharing scripture with young children, there are some essential elements to keep in mind that
ensure children’s enjoyable engagement with the text. A common starting point for teachers is to
find children’s versions of Bible stories - but many of these can be unsuitable. Often a more effective
process is for teachers to adapt the texts themselves. Following is a simple three step process to use
when adapting Bible stories for young children with Luke 19:1-10, the story of Zacchaeus:

1. Read the original text from the Bible. The online New Revised Standard Version Bible at
www.devotions.net/bible/00bible.htm can be downloaded and printed.

2. As you read the text, highlight ideas and details that are essential to the story and those that
are not. Cross through non-essential details.

3. Forthose details necessary to the story, consider how they can be rewritten in more accessible
ways for young children without distorting the original text.

ORIGINAL BIBLICAL TEXT ADAPTED TEXT

He entered Jericho and was
passing through it. A man é 1. Read the original text from

was there named Zacchaeus; the bible.

he was a chief tax-collector

and was rich. He was trying

to see who Jesus was, but on

account of the crowd he could Zacchaeus lived in Jericho. He
not, because he was short collected taxes from everyone and
in stature. So he ran ahead had become rich.

and climbed a sycamore tree 2. Highlight details that are

to see him, becatise-he-was- a essential to the story. Cross One day Jesus visited Jericho.
goingto-pass-that-way. When through those that are not. Zacchaeus wanted to see him but
Jesus came to the place, because he was short he had to
he looked up and said to climb a tree to see Jesus.

him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and

come down; for | must stay When Jesus came by he stopped
at your house today.” So he and said to Zacchaeus, “Come down

3. Rewrite the story adapting
the essential details whilst
remaining faithful to the 9
original text. Do not be

hurried down and was happy
to welcome him. Al who
saw it began to grumble and

Zacchaeus for  am coming to your
house today.”

said, “He has gone to be the A afraid to change words and The crowd grumbled, “Why does he
guest of one who is a sinner.” sentences. want to go to that man’s house. He
Zacchaeus stood there and takes our money.”

said to the Lord, “Look, half

of my possessions, Lord, | will Zacchaeus said to the Lord, “I will
give to the poor; and if | have give half of everything | own to the
defrauded anyone of anything, These words are too poor and pay back anyone | have

| will pay back fotttimes-as- complex for young children cheated.”

mueh.” Then Jesus said to him, é and can be omitted to be

“Today salvation has come to revisited in later years. Then Jesus said, “Today forgiveness
this house, beeatse-he-tooisa- The essential meaning of has come to you.”
son-of-Abraham-—Forthe-Ser-of salvation can be rewritten in

M I ) I | more accessible language

save-thetost” as shown.
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