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This coming Sunday is the fifth Sunday of Easter. By using the image 
of a vine and its branches, in John’s gospel, Jesus helped his listeners 
understand the interconnectedness of relationships between the 
Father, Jesus, and his followers. Jesus is the vine and we, the followers, 
are the branches that grow from the vine. The gardener, the one who 
provided the growth and did the trimming, was God. When we are 
living examples of God’s love and act as Jesus did, we provide much 
fruit. When we fail to do this, we create a lot of dead wood and 
produce no fruit. 

GOSPELGOSPELGOSPELGOSPEL:     John 15:1-8 
 

Jesus said to his disciples:  

‘I am the true vine,  
and my Father is the vinedresser.  
Every branch in me that bears no fruit  
he cuts away,  
and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes  
to make it bear even more.  
You are pruned already,  
by means of the word that I have spoken to you.  
Make your home in me, as I make mine in you.  
As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself,  
but must remain part of the vine,  
neither can you unless you remain in me.  
I am the vine,  
you are the branches.  
Whoever remains in me, with me in him,  
bears fruit in plenty;  
for cut off from me you can do nothing.  
Anyone who does not remain in me  
is like a branch that has been thrown away 
- he withers;  
these branches are collected and thrown on the fire,  
and they are burnt.  
If you remain in me  
and my words remain in you,  
you may ask what you will  
and you shall get it.  
It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit,  
and then you will be my disciples.’  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to Praise to Praise to Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.you, Lord Jesus Christ.you, Lord Jesus Christ.you, Lord Jesus Christ.    
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REFLECTION:REFLECTION:REFLECTION:REFLECTION:  When we get grapes, they usually come in a plastic bag from the supermarket.   
However, those grapes grew on the branches of a vine. They grew from tiny seeds into the luscious 
fruits that we can buy and eat or that are squeezed to make grape juice or wine. And, while they 
were growing, the vine grower cared for them everyday to see that they got enough sunlight and 
water and fertilizer to make them grow just right.              
Jesus said that he is a vine, we are the branches of the vine, those people with whom we share 
God’s love are the grapes or fruit of the vine, and God is the vine grower who cares for the vine, 
the branches and the fruit. And, if we follow this illustration to its conclusion, the Holy Spirit is 
God’s love that is the growing force flowing through the vine and branches to give life and 
growth to the fruit, the grapes. 
Today, most of us are not directly involved in growing grapes so this illustration seems a bit 
foreign. But, the idea that somehow, the love and power of God comes through Jesus to each of 
us is certainly valid. And, the idea that our calling as believers in Jesus is to spread God’s love to 
each person that we meet is also true. When we produce fruit by loving others so much that 
they, too, become attached to Jesus, we have fulfilled our primary function as the branches of 
Jesus the vine. 
What do I need to help my branch to be strong enough to fulfil my calling to tell the Good News 
to my students?  To my colleagues? To my friends and family? To others? 
 
PRAYER:   PRAYER:   PRAYER:   PRAYER:       
Almighty God,  
We ask that the words which we have heard this day with our outward ears and eyes, may,  
through your grace, be so grafted inwardly our my hearts, 
that they may bring forth in us the fruit of good living,  
to the honor and praise of your name;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
—Adapted from The Book of Common Prayer 
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RELIGIOUS RELIGIOUS RELIGIOUS RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND THE EYLF PRINCIPLESEDUCATION AND THE EYLF PRINCIPLESEDUCATION AND THE EYLF PRINCIPLESEDUCATION AND THE EYLF PRINCIPLES    
RELIGIOUS RELIGIOUS RELIGIOUS RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION EDUCATION EDUCATION EDUCATION 

OUTCOMES/EYLF OUTCOMES/EYLF OUTCOMES/EYLF OUTCOMES/EYLF 
PRINCIPLESPRINCIPLESPRINCIPLESPRINCIPLES    

Secure, respectful Secure, respectful Secure, respectful Secure, respectful 
and reciprocal and reciprocal and reciprocal and reciprocal 
relationshipsrelationshipsrelationshipsrelationships    

Partnerships with Partnerships with Partnerships with Partnerships with 
familiesfamiliesfamiliesfamilies    

High High High High 
expectations and expectations and expectations and expectations and 

equalityequalityequalityequality    

Respect for Respect for Respect for Respect for 
diversitydiversitydiversitydiversity    

Ongoing Ongoing Ongoing Ongoing 
learning and learning and learning and learning and 

reflective practicereflective practicereflective practicereflective practice    

Discovering God in Discovering God in Discovering God in Discovering God in 
people and creationpeople and creationpeople and creationpeople and creation    

    
    

Drawing on human Drawing on human Drawing on human Drawing on human 
experiences of Godexperiences of Godexperiences of Godexperiences of God    

    
    

Knowing JesusKnowing JesusKnowing JesusKnowing Jesus    
    
    

Living like JesusLiving like JesusLiving like JesusLiving like Jesus    
    
    

Catholic practices Catholic practices Catholic practices Catholic practices ––––    
prayer experiencesprayer experiencesprayer experiencesprayer experiences    
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ANDRELIGIOUS EDUCATION ANDRELIGIOUS EDUCATION ANDRELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND    THETHETHETHE    EYLF PRACTICEEYLF PRACTICEEYLF PRACTICEEYLF PRACTICESSSS    
RELIGIOUS RELIGIOUS RELIGIOUS RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION EDUCATION EDUCATION EDUCATION 

OUTCOMES/EYLF OUTCOMES/EYLF OUTCOMES/EYLF OUTCOMES/EYLF 
PRACTICEPRACTICEPRACTICEPRACTICE    

(See p. 1 for further (See p. 1 for further (See p. 1 for further (See p. 1 for further 
elaboration)elaboration)elaboration)elaboration)    

Holistic Holistic Holistic Holistic 
approachesapproachesapproachesapproaches    

Responsiveness Responsiveness Responsiveness Responsiveness 
to childrento childrento childrento children    

Learning Learning Learning Learning 
through playthrough playthrough playthrough play    

Intentional Intentional Intentional Intentional 
teachingteachingteachingteaching    

Learning Learning Learning Learning 
environmentsenvironmentsenvironmentsenvironments    

Cultural Cultural Cultural Cultural 
competencecompetencecompetencecompetence    

Continuity Continuity Continuity Continuity 
of learning of learning of learning of learning 
and and and and 

transitionstransitionstransitionstransitions    

Assessment Assessment Assessment Assessment 
for for for for 

lelelelearningarningarningarning    

    
Discovering God in Discovering God in Discovering God in Discovering God in 
people and creationpeople and creationpeople and creationpeople and creation    

    
    
    

Drawing on human Drawing on human Drawing on human Drawing on human 
experiences of Godexperiences of Godexperiences of Godexperiences of God    

    
    
    
    

Knowing JesusKnowing JesusKnowing JesusKnowing Jesus    
    
    
    
    
    

Living like JesusLiving like JesusLiving like JesusLiving like Jesus    
    
    
    

Catholic practices Catholic practices Catholic practices Catholic practices ––––    
prayer experiencesprayer experiencesprayer experiencesprayer experiences    
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AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM GENERAL CAPABILITIES 

General capabilities are a key dimension of the Australian Curriculum. They encompass skills, 

behaviours and dispositions that students develop and apply to content knowledge and that support 

them in becoming successful learners, confident and creative individuals and active and informed 

citizens.  

Throughout their schooling students develop and use these capabilities in their learning across the 

curriculum, in co-curricular programs and in their lives outside school. The Australian Curriculum 

includes seven general capabilities. 

Literacy 

 ~ develop the skills to learn and communicate confidently and effectively 

 ~ listen, read, view, write, speak, and, create print, visual and digital materials accurately 

  and purposefully 

Numeracy  

~ develop the capabilities, confidence and disposition to use mathematics 

 ~ engage in whatever mathematics they need within and across all learning areas 

ICT Competence   

  ~learn to use ICT effectively and appropriately 

   ~develop ICT competence when investigating, creating and communicating ideas and                                     

information 

Critical and Creative Thinking  

 ~learn to generate and evaluate knowledge, ideas and possibilities 

 ~use these in combination when seeking new pathways  or solutions 

 ~participate in activities that require reason, logic, imagination and divergence 

Ethical Behaviour  

 ~learn to understand and act in accordance with ethical principles 

  ~understand the role of ethical principles, values and virtues in human life 

 ~act with moral integrity and regard for others  

 ~have a desire and capacity to work for the common good 
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Personal and Social Competence    

 ~learn to understand and manage themselves, their relationships, lives, work and learning  

more effectively 

  ~understand and manage their emotions develop concern and understanding for others 

  ~establish positive relationships 

  ~make responsible decisions 

 ~work effectively in teams 

 ~handle challenging situations constructively 

Intercultural  Understanding   

 ~understand themselves in relation to others 

 ~respect and appreciate their own cultures and beliefs and those of others 

 ~engage with people of diverse cultures in ways that recognise differences and create  

connections 

AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM CROSS-CURRICULUM PRIORITIES 

In line with the goals of the Melbourne Declaration, the Australian Curriculum gives special attention 

to three priorities that are relevant to the lives of students and address the contemporary issues 

they face. 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures 

~ opportunity to gain a deeper understanding and appreciation of Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander histories and cultures, their significance for Australia  the impact they have 

had, on our world 

Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia  

~ the importance of knowing about Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia  

~ appreciate the economic, political and cultural interconnections that Australia has with the 

region 

Sustainability 

~ develop an appreciation of the need for more sustainable patterns of living 

~ build capacities for thinking, valuing and acting necessary to create a more sustainable 

future. 



12 

 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND THE AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM GENERAL CAPABILITIESRELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND THE AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM GENERAL CAPABILITIESRELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND THE AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM GENERAL CAPABILITIESRELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND THE AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM GENERAL CAPABILITIES    
RELIGIOUS RELIGIOUS RELIGIOUS RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION EDUCATION EDUCATION EDUCATION 
OUTCOMES/OUTCOMES/OUTCOMES/OUTCOMES/    
GENERAL GENERAL GENERAL GENERAL 
CAPABILITIESCAPABILITIESCAPABILITIESCAPABILITIES    

LITERACYLITERACYLITERACYLITERACY    NUMERACYNUMERACYNUMERACYNUMERACY    ICT ICT ICT ICT 
COMPETENCECOMPETENCECOMPETENCECOMPETENCE    

CRITICAL CRITICAL CRITICAL CRITICAL 
AND AND AND AND 

CREATIVE CREATIVE CREATIVE CREATIVE 
THINKINGTHINKINGTHINKINGTHINKING    

ETHICAL ETHICAL ETHICAL ETHICAL 
BEHAVIOURBEHAVIOURBEHAVIOURBEHAVIOUR    

PERSONAL PERSONAL PERSONAL PERSONAL 
AND SOCIAL AND SOCIAL AND SOCIAL AND SOCIAL 
COMPETENCECOMPETENCECOMPETENCECOMPETENCE    

INTERCULTURAL INTERCULTURAL INTERCULTURAL INTERCULTURAL 
UNDERSTANDINGUNDERSTANDINGUNDERSTANDINGUNDERSTANDING    

Discovering Discovering Discovering Discovering 
God in people God in people God in people God in people 
and creationand creationand creationand creation    

    
    
Drawing on Drawing on Drawing on Drawing on 
human human human human 

experiences of experiences of experiences of experiences of 
GodGodGodGod    

    
Knowing JesusKnowing JesusKnowing JesusKnowing Jesus    

    
    
Living Living Living Living like like like like 
JesusJesusJesusJesus    
    

    
Catholic Catholic Catholic Catholic 
practices practices practices practices ––––    
prayer prayer prayer prayer 

experiencesexperiencesexperiencesexperiences    
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND THE AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM CROSSRELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND THE AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM CROSSRELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND THE AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM CROSSRELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND THE AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM CROSS----CURRICULUM PRIORITIESCURRICULUM PRIORITIESCURRICULUM PRIORITIESCURRICULUM PRIORITIES    
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION RELIGIOUS EDUCATION RELIGIOUS EDUCATION RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

OUTCOMES/OUTCOMES/OUTCOMES/OUTCOMES/    
CROSSCROSSCROSSCROSS----CURRICULUM CURRICULUM CURRICULUM CURRICULUM 

PRIORITIESPRIORITIESPRIORITIESPRIORITIES    

ABORIGINAL AND TORRES ABORIGINAL AND TORRES ABORIGINAL AND TORRES ABORIGINAL AND TORRES 
STRAIT ISLANDER HISTORIES STRAIT ISLANDER HISTORIES STRAIT ISLANDER HISTORIES STRAIT ISLANDER HISTORIES 

AND AND AND AND CULTURESCULTURESCULTURESCULTURES    

ASIA AND AUSTRALIA’S ASIA AND AUSTRALIA’S ASIA AND AUSTRALIA’S ASIA AND AUSTRALIA’S 
ENGAGMENT WITH ASIAENGAGMENT WITH ASIAENGAGMENT WITH ASIAENGAGMENT WITH ASIA    

SUSTAINABILITYSUSTAINABILITYSUSTAINABILITYSUSTAINABILITY    

Discovering God in people and Discovering God in people and Discovering God in people and Discovering God in people and 
creationcreationcreationcreation    

    
    
    
Drawing on human experiences Drawing on human experiences Drawing on human experiences Drawing on human experiences 

of Godof Godof Godof God    
    
    

Knowing JesusKnowing JesusKnowing JesusKnowing Jesus    
    

    
Living like JesusLiving like JesusLiving like JesusLiving like Jesus    

    
    
Catholic practices Catholic practices Catholic practices Catholic practices ––––    prayer prayer prayer prayer 

experiencesexperiencesexperiencesexperiences    
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SHARING OF SHARING OF SHARING OF SHARING OF IDEAS/RESOURCESIDEAS/RESOURCESIDEAS/RESOURCESIDEAS/RESOURCES     

NAME OF SHARER/SCHOOLNAME OF SHARER/SCHOOLNAME OF SHARER/SCHOOLNAME OF SHARER/SCHOOL    IDEA/RESOURCE/SPRINGBOARDIDEA/RESOURCE/SPRINGBOARDIDEA/RESOURCE/SPRINGBOARDIDEA/RESOURCE/SPRINGBOARD    
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Memory is used to produce definitions, facts, or lists, or recite or retrieve material.  
state         define          record        identify      recall        name        recognize    relate        

memorize    list               repeat        arrange    describe   label          recount        select            

Constructing meaning from different types of functions be they written or graphic messages. 

restate          identify         illustrate      discuss            interpret        locate          report           

describe        estimate      conclude       differentiate   infer               recognize    review           

represent      explain         express         reword           critique          classify        summarise                      

Situations where learned material is used through products like models, presentations, interviews etc. 

apply               organise     practice        relate          calculate       develop       restructure     

show               translate     interpret       use              operate        manage       demonstrate   

dramatise       illustrate     discover        construct   solve             produce     implement       

Breaking material/concepts into parts, determining how the parts relate or interrelate.  

analyse         differentiate    experiment     compare     contrast     scrutinise        survey                 

investigate   discover            inquire            examine     classify       discriminate   separate         

categorise    deduce             quantify           measure     test             examine          relate                                    

Making judgments based on criteria and standards through checking and critiquing.  

judge           argue          validate           assess           decide           consider           choose       

appraise      evaluate      rate                 conclude       select            criticise            argue      

estimate      infer            deduce            review          justify           defend             report on                

Creating requires users to put parts together in a new way or synthesize parts into something new  

compose       propose            produce        invent          develop      design          formulate     

arrange         assemble         collect           construct     create         set up          organise           

prepare         predict             derive            modify         combine       build          revise              

Some ideas for demonstrating Anderson and Krathwohl’s Taxonomy 
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GODLY PLAYGODLY PLAYGODLY PLAYGODLY PLAY     

To create this activity 

you will need: 

 

a white cloth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LAST SUPPER 

In the evening Jesus and the twelve went through 

the dark and narrow streets. They climbed upstairs 

in a house. They went into the upper room and shared 

their last supper together.  

Place the white cloth on the floor/table in front of 

you. Place the table, and place Jesus and the 

Apostles around it. Place the bread and the chalice 

on the table. 

After they had eaten everything they wanted to eat, 

Jesus did something very strange. He took some 

bread, gave thanks to God for it, broke it and shared 

it with the Twelve. 

Pick up the bread and then place it back on the table. 

Then he said something like, 

‘When you share the bread like this, I will be there.’ 

But he was there! 

Then he took a cup of wine, gave thanks to God for it 

and shared it with them. 

Pick up the chalice and then place it back on the 

table. 

Then he said something like, 

‘When you share the wine like this, I will be there.’ 

‘Do this in memory of me.’ 

He was always saying things like that. What could he 

mean? They would not understand at first, but they 

did not forget. Later they would understand. 

Now watch carefully. 

Place the background around the table and the 

apostles in front of the table in rows. 

Look I wonder what this could be? 

Hmmm. 
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WWEE  GGAATTHHEERR  FFOORR  MMAASSSS  

YOU WILL NEED: 

� cloth (colour of the season) 

� white felt circle cut into four quadrants: 2 large and 2 small  

� 10 peg figures and 1 priest (white material to represent alb with material  

the color of the season to represent chasuble and stole) 

(Note: The materials above will also be used in the following stories in this unit.) 

� Bible 

� bread on a plate 

� grape juice in chalice/wine goblet 

� cards: Introductory Rites; Liturgy of the Word; Liturgy of the Eucharist; 
Concluding Rite (see below) 

 
Lay seasonal cloth down. Place the quadrants on top of the underlay to form a circle 
as in illustration above.  

Place the peg figures around the circle facing inwards to represent the community 

gathered. Place the priest at the top of the circle. Trace your finger around the circle 

as you say: 

When we celebrate Mass we come together as the community of God.  

Point to each quadrant as you say: 
We can look at the Mass as being made up of four parts. 

Hold the card ‘Introductory Rites’ as you say: 
The first part, called the Introductory Rites, gathers us together into the 
community that is the Body of Christ.  
Place Introductory Rites card in quadrant 1. 

Show the card ‘Liturgy of the Word’ as you say:  
The second part is called the Liturgy of the Word.  
Place Liturgy of the Word card in quadrant 2.   

Hold up the Bible as you say: 
During the Liturgy of the Word we listen to the Scriptures, the Word of God.   
Place the open bible in quadrant 2.  

Show the card ‘Liturgy of the Eucharist’ as you say: 
The third part is called the Liturgy of the Eucharist.  
Place Liturgy of the Eucharist card in quadrant 3. 

Hold up the bread and wine as you say: 
During the Liturgy of the Eucharist we remember what Jesus said and did 
during the Last Supper. We give thanks to God and we receive Jesus in Holy 
Communion. 
Place bread and wine in quadrant 3. 

1 

2 3 

4 
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Hold the card ‘Concluding Rite’ as you say: 

The fourth part is called the Concluding Rites.  
Place Concluding Rite card in quadrant 4. 
During the Concluding Rites the priest blesses us  
 

Turn the figures out toward the students.  

 

The priest sends us out to take Christ into our world. 

 

Point to each quadrant as you say: 

These are the four parts of the Mass: the Introductory Rites, the Liturgy of the 
Word, the Liturgy of the Eucharist and the Concluding Rites. 
 

Pause for a while before wondering with the students. 

I wonder whether you’ve seen any part of this before. 

I wonder why the gathered community is called the Body of Christ. 

 

Adapted from CEO Sydney 


