
THE LAST SUPPER TEXTUAL/CONTEXTUAL ANALYSIS 
YEAR TWO/THREE 

 
Time: 20 minutes  
 
1. In your group work out who will read the each of the three different 
accounts of the Last Supper. 
2. Read the text and fill in the information on the graphic organiser about the 
text. 
4. Share any similarities and differences between the accounts. 
5. Split up and read the contextual information regarding the Last Supper and 
as a group, fill in the contextual analysis part of the graphic organiser. 
6. What information from your textual/contextual analysis would you include 
in your storytelling for children of this age?  How would you include it?  
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LUKE 22:8-13; 17-20 

8So Jesus said to Peter 
and John, ‘Go and 
prepare the Passover 
meal for us to eat.’ 9But 
they asked, ‘Where do 
you want us to prepare 
it?’ 10Jesus told them, ‘As 
you go into the city, you 
will meet a man carrying 
a jar of water. Follow him 
into the house 11and say 
to the owner, “Our 
teacher wants to know 
where he can eat the 
Passover meal with his 
disciples.” 12The owner 
will take you upstairs and 
show you a large room 
ready for you to use. 
Prepare the meal there.’ 
13Peter and John left. 
They found everything 
just as Jesus had told 
them, and they prepared 
the Passover meal. 

17Jesus took a cup of wine 
in his hands and gave 
thanks to God. Then he 
told the apostles, ‘Take 
this wine and share it with 
each other. 18I tell you that 
I will not drink any more 
wine until God's kingdom 
comes. 19Jesus took some 
bread in his hands and 
gave thanks for it. He 
broke the bread and 
handed it to his apostles. 
Then he said, ‘This is my 
body, which is given for 
you. Eat this as a way of 
remembering me!’ 20After 
the meal he took another 
cup of wine in his hands. 
Then he said, ‘This is my 
blood. It is poured out for 
you, and with it God 
makes his new 
agreement.’ 

MATTHEW 26:17-19; 26-

30 

17On the first day of the 
Festival of Thin Bread, 
Jesus' disciples came to 
him and asked, ‘Where 
do you want us to 
prepare the Passover 
meal?’ 18Jesus told them 
to go to a certain man in 
the city and tell him, ‘Our 
teacher says, “My time 
has come! I want to eat 
the Passover meal with 
my disciples in your 
home.”’ 19They did as 
Jesus told them and 
prepared the meal. 

26During the meal Jesus 
took some bread in his 
hands. He blessed the 
bread and broke it. Then 
he gave it to his disciples 
and said, ‘Take this and 
eat it. This is my body.’ 
27Jesus picked up a cup of 
wine and gave thanks to 
God. He then gave it to 
his disciples and said, 
‘Take this and drink it. 
28This is my blood, and 
with it God makes his 
agreement with you. It will 
be poured out, so that 
many people will have 
their sins forgiven. 29From 
now on I am not going to 
drink any wine, until I 
drink new wine with you 
in my Father's kingdom.’ 
30Then they sang a hymn 
and went out to the 
Mount of Olives. 

 

 

 

 

 

MARK 14:13-16; 22-26 

13Jesus said to two of the 
disciples, ‘Go into the 
city, where you will meet 
a man carrying a jar of 
water. Follow him, 14and 
when he goes into a 
house, say to the owner, 
“Our teacher wants to 
know if you have a room 
where he can eat the 
Passover meal with his 
disciples.” 15The owner 
will take you upstairs and 
show you a large room 
furnished and ready for 
you to use. Prepare the 
meal there.’ 16The two 
disciples went into the 
city and found everything 
just as Jesus had told 
them. So they prepared 
the Passover meal. 

22During the meal Jesus 
took some bread in his 
hands. He blessed the 
bread and broke it. Then 
he gave it to his disciples 
and said, ‘Take this. It is 
my body.’ 23Jesus picked 
up a cup of wine and 
gave thanks to God. He 
gave it to his disciples, 
and they all drank some. 
24Then he said, ‘This is my 
blood, which is poured 
out for many people, and 
with it God makes his 
agreement. 25From now 
on I will not drink any 
wine, until I drink new 
wine in God's kingdom.’ 
26Then they sang a hymn 
and went out to the 
Mount of Olives. 

 

 



CONTEXTUAL INFORMATIONCONTEXTUAL INFORMATIONCONTEXTUAL INFORMATIONCONTEXTUAL INFORMATION    

Jesus was a Jew, and like many Jews, sharing meals was an important part of his daily ritual. Meals 
were an opportunity to build and rebuild  relationships in the family.    

There are many different festivals that the Jewish people celebrate throughout the year. One of 
these festivals is the Passover. The Passover festival commemorates the last meal of the Jewish 
people before their flight out of Egypt. Moses led the Jews out from slavery to the Promised Land 
and gave thanks for their freedom (Exodus 12). A lamb was sacrificed as part of this festival. This 
Passover (Seder) meal has been celebrated for over 4000 years. 

Jesus celebrated the Passover meal in Jerusalem with his disciples the night before he died. This 
meal, celebrated by Jesus, is now called the Last Supper. Like all important meals, it was prepared 
for in a special way (Luke 22: 7-18). 

Each family prepares for this festival by cleaning the house and oven, gathering together special 
dishes and cutlery used only for special events, and inviting other relatives and friends to celebrate 
this meal with them so that no one will be left to celebrate on their own. Everyone wears their 
best clothes. 

The supper table is set very carefully with special items: 

The Passover was a communal celebration. Usually families celebrated the Passover together and 
so it is interesting to note who Jesus chose to celebrate this, his final Passover, with – his closest 
friends and followers. The communal aspect of the Eucharist is far more than a group of people 
sharing a meal, it is the coming together of those who share the belief in the Kingdom of God. 
When people go to Mass they are remembering Jesus’ Life, Death and Resurrection and making a 
communal commitment to go and share God’s love in the world. 

• The book called hagaddah (Hebrew for ‘retelling’) containing the story of how the Jews escaped 

from slavery in Egypt; 

• In the middle of the table a plate called the Seder plate. In the middle of this plate is a bowl of salty 

water. Around the outside, there are smaller dishes of different foods: haroset (chopped nuts, 

dried fruit, cinnamon mixed with wine); bitter herbs; parsley; roasted egg; and a lamb bone. 

At this meal, the Jewish people drink wine and eat unleavened bread which is flat and crisp. When 
everything is prepared, the meal can begin. 

The festival begins in the evening after all the festival candles have been lit. The youngest person 
present begins the celebration by asking a number of questions e.g. Why is this night different 
from all other nights? Why do we eat only unleavened bread? Why do we dip a vegetable in salt 
water? Why do we eat bitter herbs? Why do we all sit in a reclining position as Roman freemen 
did? These questions provide a starting point for the recounting of the story. The father of the 
family reads the story. He uses the food to help the family remember the important parts of the 
story. The meal is then shared and the evening concludes with traditional Passover songs. Special 
prayers are said throughout the celebration, for example ‘Blessed art thou, Lord our God, Master 
of the universe, who has kept us alive and sustained us and has brought us to this special time.’ 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


